WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF MUSIC
History of Blues MUS 322 C77 Online
3 credit hours

Class Meeting Times and location:
Online, Blackboard

Instructor contact information:
John Martin IWFAC 339, (270) 745-6890, john.martin@wku.edu

Email is the preferred method of communication. In most cases, you can expect a
reply within an hour.

Required material:
“The History of the Blues”, Francis Davis. Da Capo Press, 1995
isbn 978-0-306-81296-5.

“Deep Blues”, Robert Palmer. Penguin Books1981
isbn 978-0-14-006223-6.

Learning Outcomes
Students will demonstrate the ability to:

1. Analyze the development of self in relation to others and society.

2. Examine diverse values that form civically engaged and informed
members of society.

3. Evaluate solutions to real-world social and cultural problems.

Students will be able to recognize different Blues Styles,
Understand the regional impact of these styles, and appreciate the
effects of economic and social status of the time. Students will become
familiar with the common instruments used in Blues, and gain
knowledge of the vocal and instrumental techniques. Students will
gain a useable knowledge of the most important players of each style,
and why these players are considered important.


mailto:john.martin@wku.edu

Grading:
There will be a folder on Blackboard for each day of class. The folder will include
reading and listening assignments, assessments (quizzes), and any other material
including written assignments, Powerpoint presentations, and midterm and final
exams.

It is suggested you complete each folder on the day it is assigned, but you are
welcome to work at your own pace. The midterm and the final exam MUST be
completed on the day they are assigned.

Point totals for each activity will be included in each folder and in the grade
center.

Final grades are as follows:

A =90 -- 100%
B =80 -- 89%
C=70--79%
D =60 -- 69%

F = below 60%

DISABILITY STATEMENT
Students with disabilities who require accommodations (academic
adjustments and/or auxiliary aids or services) for this course must
contact the Office for Student Disability Services, DUC A-200. The
OFSDS telephone number is 270.745.5004 VV/TDD. Please DO NOT
request accommodations directly from the professor or instructor
without a letter of accommodation from the Office of Disability
Services.

PLAGIARISM STATEMENT
Student work may be checked using plagiarism detection software.
For regulations see the WKU Undergraduate Catalog.See “Academic
Information,” Academic Offenses, p. 1. www.wku.edu/undergraduatecatalog



